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‘NOWHERE
IS A PLACE’
Getting to Patagonia isn’t easy,
but the outdoors make it worth it
JA N E M U N DY

On the drive to
Explora Patagonia, our hotel in the
national park of Torres del Paine,
we spotted guanacos.
We squealed with delight and
rolled the van windows down to get
a better look at the wild llama-like
animals, the wind from the plains
slapping our faces.
Ostrich-like rheas strolling by
the side of the highway called
for impromptu roadside stops.
We slowed down to see an eagle
guarding its kill from lingering
gulls. Soaring high above like huge
black kites were Andean condors
with three-metre wingspans.
We drove north through onehorse towns, forests of wind-ravaged petrified wood (remnants of
fossil forests made up of species
of trees that no longer exist) and
landscapes stretching forever.
Except for a few serious cyclists,
we pretty much had the highway
to ourselves.
“Nowhere is a place,” is author
Paul Theroux’s description of Patagonia, the sparsely populated
region wedged between Chile and
Argentina at the bottom of South
America.
Getting there isn’t easy but so
worth it. Smack in the middle of
this vast windswept wilderness is
Explora Patagonia, the first hotel
in the park (1993) to combine adventure with luxury.
From my ginormous window
were the mighty granite monoliths
and snowy peaks — 3,000 metres
high — that make up the ‘Torres’
in Torres del Paine. And the turquoise waters of Lake Pehoé, a
stone’s throw from the hotel. It
PATA G O N I A , C H I L E

was like watching my own private
Imax screen and from the comfort
of a king-sized bed. I never closed
the curtains. And I never asked for
the Wi-Fi password — and I stayed
four days.
Although the building and view
is stunning and the resort offers
exceptional dining and service,
don’t be deterred by its “all-inclusive” that usually translates to “do
not leave the resort.”
Explora is focused on outdoor
experiences and all about disconnecting with the rest of the world
and reconnecting with nature.
Each evening over cocktails, a
guide would offer options for the
next day. Groups comprise no
more than eight guests led by one
or two guides. Ronnie and Tony
Bennet and I “bonded” during the
time getting here, and having the
same fitness level and interest, we
hooked up for daily excursions.
Our first outing was a gentle
hike around Sarmiento Lake with
its glacial, aquamarine waters surrounded by glaciers and granite.
At a viewpoint, our guide Jacquie
served Baileys and coffee while we
marvelled at primitive rock paintings.
The next few days included
extraordinary wildlife sightings: hundreds of pink flamingos
standing on single stick legs, their
bodies reflected in the shimmering lagoon, grey foxes and guanacos were everywhere. We nimbly
stepped around guanaco bones,
puma feces and a few armadillo
carcasses.
Explora owns a stable with more
than 24 horses for guest outings.
Like our hiking guides, the Chilean
gauchos, clad in traditional cow-

Explora Patagonia is a haven of rest and restoration amid the remote region.
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HOW TO
GET THERE
Air Canada flies non-stop to
Buenos Aires and Santiago
via Toronto several times
a week. Several domestic
airlines serve Patagonia and
flying between destinations
in Patagonia is economical
and advisable due to the huge
distances.
A new service, Explora
Connects, is a private charter
service offering small
and medium plane flights
between Torres del Paine and
Patagonia National Park in
Chile. Check explora.com for
more information.

boy outfits, pair riders to horses
depending upon their levels of
expertise.
“If you see a puma, get off your
horse. They’ll run away and the
puma will follow the horse,” said
our gaucho.
I didn’t ask how many horses
they’ve lost to pumas.

Chilean gauchos, clad in traditional cowboy outfits, pair riders to horses
depending on their levels of expertise. JANE MUNDY
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11 Nt Alaska | Sep 11, 2022 | Eclipse
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with Inside Passage, Sitka, Hubbard Glacier, Juneau, Icy Strait & more!

16 Night Hawaii |
Oct 17, 2022

» 11-night roundtrip Vancouver cruise & taxes
» Pick Your Perk: 1-night at the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver or
$100 US per person onboard credit
» $50 US per person onboard credit
» Always Included: Drinks, Tips & WIFI

Offer valid until Feb 28, 2022

DELUXE

VERANDA

2999

$

taxes included
pp CAD

13 Nt Hawaii | Eclipse | May 2, 2022

Celebrate Spring Break with friends and family
on a getaway to Vancouver Island with a 3rd night FREE.
Book by March 28, 2022.
VICTORIA
Days Inn Victoria
Uptown

with Honolulu, Lahaina, Kailua & Hilo!
» 2 nights in a 4★ Honolulu hotel
» 11-night Honolulu to Vancouver cruise
» $200 US per person onboard credit
» Always Included: Drinks, Tips & WIFI
» Taxes

DELUXE

VERANDA

$

4199

taxes included
pp CAD

Offer valid until Feb 28, 2022

44 Nt South Paciﬁc Crossing | Eclipse | Sep 21, 2022
with Hawaii, French Polynesia, New Zealand & Australia!

» 2 nights in a 4★ Sydney hotel
» $250 US per person onboard credit
» Always Included: Drinks, Tips & WIFI

$

VERANDA

12,199
taxes included
pp CAD

*Ask about extending your stay or staying in the Whistler or Victoria Fairmont properties. If you don’t need the hotel, opt for a $100 US pp/night onboard credit instead
(based on hotel nights offered).

1-800-854-9664
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» 1-night at the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver*
» 41-night Vancouver to Sydney cruise & taxes

NANAIMO
Coast Bastion
Hotel

Sign up to receive our emails at CruisePlus.ca
cruiseplus.ca
info@cruiseplus.ca
New bookings only. Fares are per person in currency noted, based on double occupancy, *both cruise and hotel are capacity controlled, subject to availability at the time of booking, offer may be withdrawn without notice, includes room and federal & provincial government taxes only; Optional & locally payable
supplier charges may apply and are not included. Any amenities are available for the ﬁrst two in stateroom only & based on double occupancy. Before you
book, be aware of Covid-19 restrictions and clearly understand insurance terms and conditions. Future Cruise Credits may not be combinable and cruise
line insurance may not be available to purchase on advertised offer. Terms of the travel suppliers apply – see their websites. CruisePlus reserves the
right to correct any human or electronic errors. Ship’s Registry: Malta & Ecuador. CruisePlus Management Ltd. Consumer Protection BC License # 3325.
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Fairmont Empress

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• 2-night stay with
a 3rd night FREE†
• Return ferry
• Ferry reservations
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1-888-BC FERRY Ext 3.
bcferries.com/vacations
Visit us at 1010 Canada Place, Vancouver, BC
*Plus GST and surcharges. Prices quoted are per person in Canadian dollars based on double occupancy and include return ferry between Metro
Vancouver and Vancouver Island for two adults and one car. Valid for new bookings only for a limited time and cannot be combined with any
apply. †Third night free is valid when a minimum of 2 consecutive nights are purchased in combination with a return sailing; maximum 1 free
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Decked out in chafes and helmets, we meandered on a two-hour
ride through lenga beech trees and
across the pampas, past herds of
rheas and more guanacos.
Our horses unsaddled, they
rolled and frolicked in a sand pit
and galloped to the lake for a soak.
We joined more guests from Explora (the only tourists we saw in
four days) for a barbecue.
“I’ve never tasted ribs so good,
everything was so natural, just
meat and fire and nothing needed seasoning,” said Tony. “I could
never recreate that smoked meat.”
Agreed, the food was outstanding, but most of all it was the ambience in the mountains with horses
and gauchos.
We returned at 5 p.m., just in
time for a massage at the spa. (All
rooms have hydro-massage bathtubs to relieve post-hike muscle
soreness.) Cocktails and appies
were served as we sank into puffy
armchairs. We watched dark thunderclouds roll in just under the
snowcaps and disperse for blazing
rays of sun, all before dinner.
The elegant dining room overlooks falls. Sure, this is cattle country but every meal had fresh fish
and vegetarian options, always
perfectly cooked. If you want
to upgrade, there’s an extensive
wine list, but the Chilean house
wine is superb, as is the service.
The staff-to-guest ratio is roughly
one to one.
The 19th-century diarist W.H.
Hudson described this land as so
enormous and empty as to “leave
the mind open and free to receive an impression of nature as
a whole.”
“We travel a lot, worldwide, but I
don’t know that I can top this trip,”
said Tony.
“I’m a city gal and had never
heard of Patagonia, but we asked
our travel agent for something out
of the way where we could clear
our minds,” added Ronnie.
The country is so vast that Explora has recently established its
own 14,300-acre Los Huemules
Natural Reserve at the entrance
to Campo de Hielo Sur ( just outside of Torres Del Paine) devoted
to the preservation of native flora
and fauna.
Surrounded by ancient forests, rolling rivers, and towering
mountains, the reserve has more

Explora Patagonia pairs fantastic food and superb wine with adventure and luxury.
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Torres del Paine National Park offers an iconic landscape.

Guanacos live in the Andes mountains, the lower plateaus and plains.

than 25 kilometres of marked
trails for Explora guests, who
can even walk over the Cagliero
Glacier, the world’s third-largest

Patagonia lodge, complete with a
1,300-square-foot spa.

freshwater storage after Greenland and Antarctica. And last
December Explora opened the
20-room El Chalten Argentinian

The writer was a guest of Explora
Patagonia, which neither read nor

LOnGER THAN
LAST LAPS
SPRING SKIING LIVES
LARGE IN WHISTLER
Indulge in March powder
and soft spring snow in April.
Make the most of longer days
capped off by a perfect après
on the patio and get the most
pow for your penny with
midweek offers and sunny
spring rates.
WHISTLER.COM/SPRING
1.800.944.7853

STAY 3+ NIGHTS
AND GET A

50

APRÈS VOUCHER
BOOK NOW
Visit whistler.com/spring for details
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approved the article before publication. For more information and
hiking maps, visit explora.com/
Patagonia-hotel.

