'Powell Riviera' the coastal haven the locals want to keep secret
Powell Riviera: that’s how some locals refer to Powell River, but they don’t want
to advertise it as “Riviera”. Some are rather secretive about their town on the
Northern Sunshine Coast — they like that you must take two ferries, or fly, to
get here.
They say it keeps the vibe laid back and places like the Sunshine Coast Trail
pristine and unspoiled. And the town is drenched in history: there are nearly
400 heritage buildings including the Patricia Theatre, Canada’s oldest
continuously running cinema. There are great restaurants and resorts, a
fabulous craft brewery and, with the exception of downhill skiing, “Powell
Riviera” seems to have it all.

The Patricia Theatre is the longest continuously running theatre in Canada.
Sure, the entire Sunshine Coast is gorgeous. But a short ferry ride (which is
awesome in itself) from Earls Cove to Saltery Bay and the Northern Sunshine

Coast opens a world of less-explored beauty. Here, the town of Lund holds the
“Mile 0” marker, which either begins or ends 15,202 km south in Chile, making
Highway 101 one of the longest highways in the world.
Powell River was a logging centre for many years and the paper mill still
operates but the ocean air is fresh, and arts and crafts-influenced homes are
still affordable. It has morphed into a coastal haven for those interested in the
arts and sustainability, and the great outdoors.

Tla’amin Nation Totem Pole at the View Point. Jane Mundy
Activities
Surrounding the town are some of the best mountain bike trails in North
America: dozens of kilometres of cross-country single-track that aren’t
crowded. And Day Three of the annual BC Bike Race is held here.

Take about five days to paddle a 57-kilometre Powell Forest Canoe Route in
fiord-like waters, including five-portages, eight lakes and 20 campsites. You’ll
likely spot bears and deer along the shore, eagles and owls overhead. As well,
the area has great fishing for cutthroat and rainbow trout.
The 180-km Sunshine Coast Trail is Canada’s longest hut-to-hut hiking trail,
with 14 huts and shelters and guest books. Although the SCT is designed for
intermediate hikers, some trails are suitable for everyone. Kids love the Trinket
Trail, essentially a free outdoor treasure hunt mined with small toys left by
residents and visitors alike.
Shopping is an activity. All along the coast there are galleries, studios and
one-of-a-kind shops, including the Tug Ghum Gallery in the historic Lund
Hotel. Stroll the boardwalk and pop into Nancy’s Bakery for her famous
cinnamon buns and the Pollen Sweater Company – maybe not in that order
with sticky fingers.
From Powell River, you can get to Lund, Savary Island, Desolation Sound
Marine Park, or Texada Island. Take the Lund water taxi to Savary Island, which
boasts the warmest swimming conditions north of Mexico. With a fishing
license (online or at the Lund Store) you’ll soon be shucking oysters and digging
for clams on Mermaid Rock Beach while the kids build sandcastles amongst the
sand dunes at Duck Bay.

Walking in an old growth forest on the Sunshine Coast Trail. Jane Mundy

Walk along the enchanted forest trail through patches of old-growth forest or
rent golf carts and tour the island. Check out the kayak rentals shop behind the
Lund Hotel where you can spend the day paddling over to Copeland Islands
and even snorkel — the water is that warm.
Where to Eat and Drink
At the end of an activity-stuffed day, grab a flight at Townsite Brewing, the
Sunshine Coast’s first craft brewery in the historic Townsite. (32 Lakes is no
longer there. There moved to Marine Ave)
Culiccino delivers lots of bold flavours in classics like spaghetti Bolognese and
wild mushroom ravioli. Costa del Sol serves outstanding fish tacos with
homemade flour tortillas in a converted 1900’s police station.Kids love Rocky
Mountain Pizza and Bakery Co. and seafood lovers must visit Laughing Oyster
Restaurant, with a killer view of Okeover Inlet.
Sleep
If you’re hiking the SCT don’t worry about critters sniffing around your tent — all
you need is a sleeping bag and provisions, and the huts are free of charge.

Shelter on the Sunshine Coast Trail is free to stay but you may have to share.
Jane Mundy

There are also good campsites around Powell River, and SunLund-by-the-sea
campgrounds in nearby Lund. Or rent a float cabin to experience off-the-grid
life on Powell Lake.
In Powell River, a room at Beyond Bliss is, well, blissful. And how convenient,
the spa is downstairs. The Old Courthouse Inn, which once housed the “Courts”,
has been renovated into charming rooms decorated with collectibles. If you
want remote, drive 20 minutes north of Powell River to Desolation Sound
Resort and Okeover Inlet.
So grab your hiking boots and flip-f lops, your sense of adventure, and
experience B.C.’s very own Riviera.
Getting There
You can get to Powell River from Vancouver in less than five hours — quicker
than driving to the Okanagan but better because you can sit back and marvel at
the scenery. The ferry from Vancouver leaves Horseshoe Bay terminal, then a
40-minute sailing to Langdale on the Sunshine Coast.
Drive about 1.5 hours to Earl’s Cove and the second ferry crossing to Saltery
Bay. Drive 30 minutes to Powell River. BC Ferries (604-886-2242;
www.bcferries.com) Or fly 35 minutes from South Terminal of Vancouver
International Airport (YVR) to Powell River via Pacific Coast Airlines.
From Vancouver Island, Powell River is assessable via 1.5 hour car ferry from
Little River in Comox.
More information, visit:
Sunshine Coast Tourism: w
 ww.sunshinecoastcanada.com

