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Guests relax at
the dine-in pool at
Song Saa private island.

LUXURIOUS
CAMBODIA
Get pampered, take in the culture
and tackle some serious shopping
JANE MUNDY
SPECIAL TO THE SUN

I

f you think Cambodia is
for budget backpackers or
intrepid travellers, it’s time for
a rethink.
The country has never been
an obvious vacation destination,
mainly because of its violent history
— but times change. In the not-toodistant past, visitors would typically
overnight in Phnom Penh and then
spend a gruelling day on a bumpy
road to Siem Reap, look at the temples and go home. The country has
progressed, mainly due to increased
airline routes and improved overland links to major cities. Luxury
naturally follows, compared with
other countries, such indulgence in
Cambodia is affordable. Adventure

is accessible and safe.
In 10 days or so, without rushing
around, you can get plenty of pampering at an incredibly luxurious
ocean resort, take in the culture at
Siem Reap and seriously shop in
Phnom Penh.
Mr. Pros, my driver, transported
me in two hours from frenetic
Phnom Penh airport to tranquillity at Knai Bang Chatt, a gorgeous
boutique hotel in the seaside town
of Kep. Beautiful lounging areas
among tropical gardens surround
18 tastefully furnished rooms. For
dinner, the freshest snapper with
coconut cream was perfectly cooked
and the made-to-order noodle soup
for breakfast (Khmers love their
noodles) was equally good.
CONTINUED ON H2

The bungalows at Song Saa are part of Cambodia’ s first island resort.
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Song Saa is Cambodia’s first
island resort, and possibly one
of the most sustainable resorts
worldwide. The 27 over-water
bungalows and jungle- and
oceanview villas were built
using local materials and the
hotel owners have established
a large marine sanctuary here.
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11 Day Guided Tour

1,995
Airfare Extra

Luxurious Cambodia
The only disappointment was a
massage — their spa could be hit or
miss.
The best was yet to come. Mr. Pros
drove me and my travelling companion, Lorian, who lives part-time in
Kep and just up the road from Mr.
Pros, to the port of Sihanoukville
(unless you like casinos and beach
hawkers, bypass this tacky tourist
town). We boarded the boat to Song
Saa Private Island in the Gulf of
Thailand. Not too many people have
traversed this area, the Koh Rang

Experience Old & New Delhi, City of Lakes,
a aars, a ahal & any ore
* per person
TOUR DATE $
NOV 02, 2015

Includes Taxes
Airfare Not Included

WHAT’S INCLUDED

SULLIVAN PROPERTIES INC.

• Local guides
• star hotels
• Daily breakfast & dinner • City tours
• Airport transfers
• 1 On-tour ﬂight

West Maui’s
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From

3,499
BALCONY

$

CAD

15 September 19
NTS Rome to Istanbul W/AIR*
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NTS Honolulu to Tahiti

Visiting Moorea, Bora Bora,

Visiting Maui, Hilo, Raiatea,

Hilo, Honolulu & Maui

Bora Bora, Moorea & Huahine

3,999 8
BALCONY

$

$

Vancouver to Tahiti

Visiting Hilo, Maui, Kauai,
Honolulu, Maui, Hilo, Raitea,
Bora Bora, Moorea & Huahine
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OCEANVIEW
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17 October 17
NTS RometoSouthampton W/AIR*

From

w/AIR*

Visiting Hilo, Maui & Kauai

14 September 12
NTS Rome to Venice W/AIR*

From

Trip cancellation/interruption
$1,000,000outofcountrymedicalcoverage
No age restriction
Pre-existing condition waived
No medical questionnaire

Cruise from $157/NT

15 July - October^
14 September 5
NTS Istanbul to Rome W/AIR* NTS Athens to Rome W/AIR*
Visiting Marmaris, Heraklion, Athens, Istanbul,
Ephesus, Santorini, Olympia & Naples

kitchen.
Oh yes, there are two restaurants.
Expect gourmet cuisine featuring
local food any time, anywhere. Lorian
first visited Siem Reap in the early
1990s, when the only decent hotel in
town was the Grand Hotel d’Angkor.
The Grand lost gradually lustre until
recently restored to its former charm
by Raffles. Now there are hundreds
of options, but we chose Raffles Le
Royal for superb service, the 1930s
elevator, the biggest pool in town,
and excellent champagne breakfast
buffet.
Lorian has visited the temples many
times; her itinerary allowed us to see
everything in two days and avoid the
crowds.
We met our driver (hired just outside the hotel grounds for $50 US a
day) and his air-conditioned Toyota,
unlimited bottled water and cool
towels arrived at Angkor Wat just
before sunrise.

TROPICALADVENTURES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

SAVE UP
TO
$4,000ƒ

• 1 Night Hotel Included**

archipelago, with water so pristine
that the resort makes its own salt by
simply boiling a pot of ocean water.
Song Saa is Cambodia’s first island
resort, and possibly one of the most
sustainable resorts worldwide. The
27 over-water bungalows and jungleand oceanview villas were built using
local materials and the hotel owners
have established a large marine sanctuary here. They support local communities, and CEO and founder Rory
Hunter has been nominated as a
Young Global Leader for 2015 by the
World Economic Forum. We toured
the nearby fishing village that Rory,
his wife Melita and their investors
support, which includes a school and
library. Rest and relaxation are key
here, but decisions must be made.
Attentive staff can serve dinner on a
private white sand beach, hideaway
or poolside. Or it can be delivered to
your expansive villa with eight-metre
thatched ceiling, private pool and full

8 FREEAIR* TravelInsurance‡ HOTEL**
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f
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• Round-Trip AIR Included*

Includes

JANE MUNDY

The restaurant lounge at Song Saa Private Island oﬀers a breathtaking view.

CDN | PP-DBL | PLUS TAX

CAD

Prices in CAD, per person based on double occupancy. Government taxes & fees extra. *FREE Air or Roundtrip Air from Vancouver. ƒAll savings are per couple &
are included in advertised fare. Princess 11NT September 7 voyage is an obstructed oceanview. **Hotel applies to select sailings. Cruise Connections reserves the
right to change hotel accommodation to either pre or post. Above dates are 2015 sailings.
Cunard Cruise: ^15 NT July - October voyage $3,259 is for October 3. **Complimentary Double Upgrade is from inside stateroom to obstructed balcony category &
is subject to availability. ♦FREE Prepaid Gratuities apply to 1st and 2nd guests in the stateroom. §Shipboard Credits are based on stateroom. Cunard promotion is
for new bookings only & may not be combinable with other promotions. Certain restrictions apply. Call for details.
‡Travel Insurance is group insurance arranged by Cruise Connections and provided by Travel Guard. The cost of the insurance is included in the price of the cruise, and
the price cannot be reduced for those who do not qualify. $1 million worth of medical protection while traveling applies to Canadian residents. U.S Residents receive
$10,000 worth of medical protection while traveling. Travel Insurance Included is not available to residents of Quebec, Washington state and New York state, USA.
Cruise Line reserves the right to charge a fuel supplement without prior notice, including on fully paid bookings. Cruise Connections reserves the right to correct
errors & omissions. All rates & sailings subject to change & availability at time of booking. BPCPA #28364
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We had purchased an Angkor Wat pass the previous day
— $40 for three days. You can
buy a pass at the toll booth, or
for a few extra bucks, ask your
driver.
The temple complex is so
expansive that the crowds
seemed to dissipate after sunup and in some spots — there
are more than 100 temples —
we didn’t see anyone. By midmorning we were back in Siem
Reap. There is a limit to temple
gazing.
Next day, we headed to the
pink sandstone temples of Banteay Srei. At Phnom Kulen park,
we dipped our feet in cool river
water among 1,000 stone lingas (Hindu sacred phallic carvings) and walked up the “medicine mountain” before heading
to spooky Ta Phrom temple —
discovered by the French in the
19th century, and more recently
by Angelina Jolie in Lara Croft:
Tomb Raider.
Lastly we stopped at Bayon,
the stunning main temple in
Anchor Thom, and home to
216 giant eerie faces. Be sure
to visit the Landmine Museum
on the road to Bayon. Bring
tissues.
So much is written about the
ancient Khmer empire, its temples and the city of Angkor. Suffice to say I hope to return, as
most travellers do. We returned
to Raffles just in time for happy
hour in the Elephant Bar.
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.
So we flew from Siem Reap to
Phnom Penh and Raffles Hotel
Le Royal, where we planned our
primping, pampering and shopping route. Sip a Femme Fatale
made famous by Jackie Kennedy in yet another Elephant Bar
and check out the coral lipstick
smudge preserved on her champagne glass. This hotel is also
steeped in history.
The price for just about any
service here is a bargain.
For instance, at “Seeing
Hands,” massage clinics with
blind masseurs and shiatsu
treatments are less than $10.
There are at least 30 therapeutic clinics nationwide,
including a few in Siem Reap.
Many customers at the spotless
Derma-Care skin clinic, run by

a dermatologist, opt for serious
treatments (e.g. Botox, chemical
peels and laser surgery). I had
an anti-aging facial, manicure
and pedicure and highly recommend all three. Body maintenance taken care of, it was time
to shop.
First stop has to be the lovely
tree-lined Street 240, which is
known as a “Barang” (foreigner)
street. Pick a frock from rows
of hand-crafted quality cotton
clothing and bedding at Bliss.
Also housed in this block of colonial-era buildings are Jasmine
for Cambodian silk, Water Lily
for accessories and Le Lézard
Blue for quality artwork. Fortified after a lychee-mint cooler
at The Shop, we strolled over to
Monument Books, which stocks
a huge selection of eclectic English-language books. If you want
to know more about Angkor Wat
and Cambodia’s history, come
here.
Next on the agenda was Central Market, also known as “rich
people’s market” by locals. The
wares in this yellow art deco
building are pricier than they
are at other markets, but the
quality is a step up. It has everything — clothes and bolts of silk;
gemstones and silver; books and
maps; and plenty of fresh-food
stalls.
Loaded down with purchases,
I needed another suitcase from
the Russian market. (During the
1980s it was the foreigners’ market, and most foreigners at that
time were Russians.) If you like
flea markets and garage sales,
you’ll love it here. Walk around
the perimeter first; the market
takes up one city block. The Silk
Palace is No. 1 in Cambodia for
Ikat, an intricate dyeing technique, and you might find genuine treasures among the “made
to order” antiques in neighbouring shops (the real McCoy
is mostly under lock and key).
Cool down at Near and Far Fruit
Shakes near the main entrance
before heading into the bowels
of the market. First, buy a fan.
Cambodia has grown into a
world-class destination, attracting travellers from all walks of
life.
But go now while its luxury is
still affordable.

Enjoy flight
service to
rival a spa
JANE MUNDY
SPECIAL TO THE SUN

I’ve flown the 12-hour haul from
Vancouver to Hong Kong in
economy class and it has always
been a total drag. I can’t sleep
scrunched up; so I arrive cranky,
body aching and head in a fog for
the first few days.
But when the Cathay Pacific
pilot on the (business class) first
leg of my recent trip to Phnom
Penh said “sit back and enjoy
your flight,” I intended to do just
that.
Perusing the dinner menu
was enough to keep me awake.
After checking the award-winning wine list and a wide range
of movie channels, I paired wine
with flicks.
It’s the little things that count,
like tiny tubs of Haagen Dazs
served while watching a movie.
My seat transformed to a completely flat bed, which made for
a restful sleep.
I could make a dash for my
connecting flight on Dragon
Air to Phnom Penh, or relax for
five hours in Cathay’s lounges —
there are four to choose from.
When it was time to freshen up,
the Wing had it covered with 24
shower suites.
Next up, I strolled over to Gate
36 and The Bridge lounge, sidled
up to the Long Bar, sipped a G &
T and snacked on canapés. I also
checked out the ultra-modern
Cabin lounge. Five hours flew
by!
Cathay’s Premium Economy
Class is also good value. You get
much of what is offered in business class, starting with a welcoming choice of champagne,
OJ or water. Next round hot
towels and amenity kit, blankets
and pillows. Cathay Pacific offers
14 flights weekly non-stop from
Vancouver to Hong Kong. For
more information, visit Cathaypacific.com/ca

JANE MUNDY

A young girl sells Angkor Wat guide books.

If You Go
• Make sure you have a passport
photo and $30 US (exact amount
helps) to obtain a visa at the
Phnom Penh airport.
• Cathay Pacific to Hong Kong,
Dragon Air to Phnom Penh:
cathaypacific.com dragonair.com
• Inside Cambodia: cambodiaangkorair.com
• Driver from Phnom Pen airport
to Kep (2 hours): Mr. Pros 012-7520-34 or arrange with the resort
Where to Stay:
Knai Bang Chatt,
knaibangchatt.com

Song Saa Private Island,
songsaa.com
Raffles Grand Hotel d’Angkor,
Siem Reap,
raffles.com/siem-reap
Raffles Hotel Le Royal, Phnom
Penh,
raffles.com/phnom-penh
What to Do:
Derma Care Clinic,
dermacareskinclinic.com
Seeing Hands Massage,
seeinghandmassage.com

Check Europe off your
bucket list this summer!
All-inclusive Packages

Viva Las Vegas

Varadero

Nights 4-Star + Show Tickets

899

$

from
UPGRADE to

389

$

4.5-star accom from $1059.

rtised
All advenclude
prices i fees.
taxes &

Explore Europe

Las Vegas Flights + 3

7 Nights 4-Star
Fly to Europe with
Delta Airlines,
Air France, Alitalia
or KLM and receive:

H3

from
INCLUDES 4-star accom on the Strip.
BONUS two freeΔ tickets to Las Vegas’ best shows
included. UPGRADE to 4.5-star accom from $435.
UPGRADE to 5-star accom from $485.

Barcelona

Flights + 7 Nights

1669

$

from
INCLUDES accom near Las Ramblas.
BONUS daily breakfast included.
ADD hop-on, hop-off tour from $39.

100 * off the cost of your
hotel, tour, car rental
and more

$

Price drop protection*
Plaza Premium
Lounge pass*

Paris

989

$

from

Puerto Vallarta
UPGRADE to

Travel Oct 5 – Oct 14

Barcelona

from $

London

from $

Travel Oct 7 – Oct 14

Travel Oct 27 – Nov 10

Rome

Travel Oct 20 – Nov 2

Amsterdam
Travel Oct 21 – Nov 3

1019

1269
1285

from $

1395

from $

Travel May 3 – May 12

Hong Kong
Travel May 26 – Jun 9

Auckland

Travel May 26 – Jun 9

5-star accom from $1249.

Riviera Maya

7 Nights 4-Star
UPGRADE to

Los Cabos 7 Nights 4.5-Star
UPGRADE to

1069
1119

from $

5-star accom from $1439.

City Breaks

from $

399
705

from $
from $

899

1385

from $

San Diego

Flights + 3 Nights + Tour

INCLUDES modern

Flights + 3 Nights + Tour
INCLUDES roundtrip

Harrison Hot
Springs 2 Nights

INCLUDES flights

159

$

from

pp

INCLUDES accom

at a lakefront resort featuring
five mineral hot pools and a full-service spa.
ADD 2-day car rental from Vancouver with
unlimited mileage from $89.

Flights + 6 Nights 4-Star + Car

from $

699

1229

from $

flights into Hong Kong, first
3 nights accom near the Causeway Bay subway
station and Macau day excursion.

1425

$

from
INCLUDES roundtrip

flights into San Francisco,
3 nights 4-star accom near Pier 39, 3 nights 4-star
accom in Sonoma Valley near the Kendall Jackson
winery and 7-day car rental with unlimited mileage.

Kelowna

Flights + 2 Nights 4-Star + Tour

from $

649

INCLUDES 4-star accom on Lake Okanagan in a

one-bedroom suite with full kitchen, tastings at 3
wineries, one distillery and one brewery, Mission Hill
Barrel Room tour and private salon tasting
and guided roundtrip deluxe bus transportation.

flightcentre.ca
More great deals online!

24/7

1339

from $

into Amsterdam, first 2 nights
accom near Leidse Square, last 3 nights apartmentstyle Paris accom near the Opéra de la Bastille
and return flights from Paris. BONUS $100 * land
credit with GOGO Worldwide Vacations included
in package price plus also receive price drop
protection* and a Plaza Premium Lounge pass*.
ADD 2-day Paris Pass from $175.

Scotland Premium Golf Special
Flights + 6 Nights 5-Star
from $5799
INCLUDES all

San Francisco &
Sonoma Valley

accom located near the marinas
and a 1-hour harbour cruise through scenic San
Diego Bay. UPGRADE to 4-star accom from $935.

Hong Kong Starter Package

Starter Package
Flights + 5 Nights

Wine Region Vacations

from
INCLUDES 4-star Manhattan accom near
Bryant Park. ADD classic city tour from $155.

Travel May 6 – May 13

Amsterdam & Paris

Local Getaway

from $

4.5-star accom from $1289.

999

245

Costa Rica

UPGRADE to

1059

$

$

Travel Jun 3 – Jun 8

Punta Cana 7 Nights 4-Star

from $

Flights + 3 Nights 4-Star

Los Angeles
Honolulu

4.5-star accom from $1059.

949

New York

Flights from $245

from

from $

7 Nights 4-Star

flights, 3 nights 5-star Gleneagles
accom, whisky tasting, 3 nights 5-star St Andrews
accom and rounds of golf on world-famous
championship courses. BONUS roundtrip transfers
and daily Scottish breakfast included.

Cruise Vacation

Hawaii

Flights + 2 Nights +
7-Night Cruise

2149

$

from
INCLUDES flights,

2 nights Honolulu surf-inspired
boutique accom near Waikiki Beach and 7-night
cruise sailing roundtrip Honolulu visiting Maui,
Hilo, Kona and Kauai. BONUS $50 Ω onboard credit
included. UPGRADE to 4-star accom and balcony
stateroom from $2929.

1 866 967 5364

Over 1000 Airfare Experts across Canada.

Conditions apply. Ex: Vancouver. All advertised prices include taxes & fees. Air only prices are per person for return travel unless otherwise stated. Package, cruise, tour, rail & hotel prices are per person, based on double occupancy for total length of stay unless otherwise stated. All-inclusive vacations include air. pp=per person. Prices are for select departure dates and are accurate and
subject to availability at advertising deadline, errors and omissions excepted, and subject to change. Taxes & fees include transportation related fees, GST/HST and fuel supplements and are approximate and subject to change. ◊Price is per person for quad occupancy (2 adults & 2 kids ages 2-17) for total length of stay unless otherwise stated. *Conditions apply. For full terms and conditions
please speak with a Flight Centre Travel Consultant or visit flightcentre.ca/flights/red-label-fares. ΔConditions apply. For full terms & conditions please speak with a Flight Centre travel consultant or visit flightcentre.ca/travel-deals. ΩLimit one (1) onboard credit per stateroom for all cabin categories on exact itinerary advertised, offer can be withdrawn or changed at anytime. †We will beat
any written quoted airfare by $1 and give you a $20 voucher for future travel. “Fly Free” offer applies only where all “Lowest Airfare Guarantee” criteria are met but Flight Centre does not beat quoted price. Additional important conditions apply. For full terms and conditions visit flightcentre.ca/lowestairfareguarantee-flyfree. BC REG: #HO2790
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